— 


REPORT 


COMMITTEE 


To Whotn the 


PETITION 


OF SEVERAL 


VEOMuEN, FARMERS, and GRASIERS, 
in the Counties of M Ldaleſex. Surrey, and Kent, 
whoſe Names are thereunto ſubſcribed, in Behalf of 
Themſelves, and many Others concerned in the 
Growth of Corn, and the Breeding and Fatting 
of CATTLE was Referred ; 


And to Whom was alſo Referred the PET ITION | 


of the LON and Farmtrs of Eaſi-Kent. 


he ad. ol. eats ** 2 a 


r 


Printed in the Year M. DCC. XLV. 


V 


- 
* 
wa# a 
a. 
+ 4 
* 
* 
bd = 
* 
* 
* . 
.* 
% 
* 
* 
. 
1 * - 
5 o 
x 
8 4 4 
wt 
* . 
. 14 
*% ** 2 * 
. [ 
z 
"- 


— 


——— „4 ⁊ %—6— 


0 r % SOA 


1 


—— 


REPOR T 


UPON THE 


PETITION 


Malted C O R N. 


HE Committee, to whom the Petition of ſeveral Veo- 
men, Farmers, and Graſiers, in the Counties of Middle- 
ſex, Surrey, and Kent, whofe Names are thereunto ſub- 
ſcribed, in Behalf of Themſelves and many Others, con- 
cerned in the Growth of Corn, and the Breeding and Fatting of 
Cattle, was referred; and to whom was alfo referred the Petition 
of the Yeomen and Farmers of Eaft-Kent ; have, purſuant to the 
Orders of the Houſe, examined the Matters of the ſaid Petitions. 


To prove what was alleged in the firſt Petition; the Acts of 
Parliament recited therein were read: The firſt of which, being 
an Act made in the Second Year of the Reign of King William 
and Queen Mary, for the Encouraging of the Diſtilling of Brandy 
from Corn, recites, That by an Act made in the Firſt Year of 
their ſaid Majeſties Reign (for prohibiting Commerce with France) 
all Brandies, Aqua Vite, and Spirits, were prohibited to be im- 
ported into this Kingdom; and that good and wholſome Bran- 
dies, Aqua Vite, and Spirits, might be drawn from malted Corn; 
and therefore, for encouraging the making of Brandi es, ſtrong Wa- 
ters, and Spirits, from mr Corn, and for che greater Conſump- 
tion of Corn, and the Advantage of Tillage in this Kingdom, im- 
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poſed a Duty of One Peny only on every Gallon of Low Wines of 
the firſt Extraction, drawn from Drink brewed and made of any 
Sort of malted Corn; and-likewife impoſed the feveral Duties of 
Eight-pence, Twelve-pence, and Three-pence, on every Gallon 
of Low Wines made or drawn from the ſeveral other Materials 
therein mentioned and makes Provi or obliging Diſtillers to 
draw their Wines, or Spirits oF the firſt EXttaction, from 
clean and wholeſome Drink, made of m̃alted Corn intirely, with- 
out any Mixture with any Melaſſes, Waſh, or Tilts, or other Mate- 
rials whatſoever; and, for encoutagidg the Exportation of Bran- 
dies or Spirits made from malted Corn, allows a Drawback of 
Threepence for every 2 of * Brandy or Spirits, without 
any Mixture with other Materials. 

"This. Act N . + jy Act Made in the Seventh 
and Eighth Vears of the Reign of King William. 

And by the Act made in the Thirteenth Year of the Reign of 
King Villiam, for granting ſeveral new Duties on Low Wines, 
or Spirits of the firſt Extraction, the like Drawback of Threepence 
upon the Exportation of every Gallon of Spirits or Brandy made 
from malted Corn only; is allo weft. 

The Act made in the Sixth Year of his preſent Majeſty's Reign, 
for the better Encouragement of Spirits drawn from Corn, in 
Great Britain, allows a Drawback, upon Exportation, of 4 /. 18s. 
for every Tun of. ſuch Spirits drawn from Barley, Malt, or other 
Corn; and alſo a Bounty of 1 J. 106. when Barley is at 24 5. per 
Quarter, or under, 
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After which ſeveral Witneſſes were examined, with regard to 
that Part of the ſaid Petition, which complains of a De- 
creaſe in the Conſumption of Corn, by Diſtillers uſing Corn 
unmalted : ' ED | af | 

And the Evidence, given to that Point, was to the Effect fol- 
i £12 LIE: os ard 


Mr. Stephen South, Dealer in Spirits, ſaid, That Four Parts in 
Five of the Corn, from which Diſtillers at preſent draw their 
Spirits, are unmalted: That in 1739 he ſaw an Inſtance of this 
Practice at a Diſtiller's at Deptford, and counted the Sacks of 
malted and unmalted Corn, as they were emptied into the Tun. 


Mr. William Harveſt, Malt-Diſtiller, ſaid, That, during the 
Time he was concerned in the Buſineſs of Diſtilling, which was 
from 1726 to 1731, Two Parts in Three of the Corn uſed in 
Drawing Spirits, were generally malted; but that he had heard, 
that the greateſt Part of the Corn uſed of late, is unmalted. * 
e 
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He ſaid likewiſe, That about Twelve Quarters of Barley pro- 
duce One Tun of Spirits; which, if drawn from Malt, will re- 
quire Fourteen Quarters, and thereby occaſion an additional Ex- 
pence of about 3 J. 12s. each Tun; and that Spirits, draw from 


Barley, are not, as he apprehends, ſo good as Spirits drawn fro 
Malt, | 


Mr. Thomas Waite, Farmer, ſaid, That the Diſtillers never 
uſe worſe Corn than the Maltſters; that they will not buy ſprouted 
Corn, becauſe their Spirits excel in Goodneſs, proportionably to 
the Goodneſs of the Corn; and that therefore Corn, when it is 


bad, muſt be a great Loſs to the Farmers, if they cannot fat 
Hogs with it. 


Mr. John Parker, Farmer, ſaid, That he grows 400 Quarters 
of Barley in a Year: That he ſold to a Diſtiller ſome damaged 
Corn, that was capable of being malted, for 205. per Quarter, 
when the Price of other Corn was at 245. per Quarter. 

That ſome Part of ſprouted Corn is capable of being malted; 
but that not above One Half of mow-burne Corn will malt, as 
had been found upon Traal. 

Being asked the Queſtion, he ſaid, That if Diſtillers were 
prohibited the Uſe of unmalted Corn, there would be a great 
Quantity, yearly, that could not be malted, from which Spirits 
might be drawn; but that the Farmers might, as he believed, 
uſe all of it themſelves in feeding Hogs and Horſes; and that the 
Conſumption thereof this Way would be more beneficial, than 
any Advantage they can make of it at preſent. 


Mr. Timothy Child, Farmer, ſaid, That Corn, in wet Harveſts, 


is frequently very much ſprouted ; and that One Half of it will 
not then malt. 


Which was alſo confirmed by Mr. Pope, Farmer, who grows 
Seven or Eight Hundred Quarters of Barley in One Year, and 
ſells the fame to Maltſters; and who added likewiſe, that he 
never had any Corn incapable of being malted, during the Time 
he has been in Buſineſs, which is about Four Years; but that 
there is, in bad Harveſts, in England, Corn that cannot be malted; 
and that mow-burnt Corn will not malt: That he has had Corn 
very bad, with which he would have fed Hogs, had he had Op- 
 Portunity ; and that other Farmers feed Hogs and Horſes with 

damaged Corn: That he has offered to ſell Corn to a Diftiller ;; 
but he would not give the Price for it the Maltſter would. 


B Mr, 
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Mr. Ralph Porter, Maltſter, ſaid, That the Diſtillers uſing ſuch 
a large Quantity of Corn unmalted, leſſens the Contumption of 
Corn, diminiſhes the Malt Duty, and deprives the Maltſters of 
the Profit of the Manufactory; which he demonſtrated in the 
following Manner : 
| He faid, Thar, upon Trial of the Experiment, he found, that 
Eight Buſhels of clean Barley weighed 408 Pounds ; and that 
Eleven Buſhels of Malt, made from the fame Barley, weighed 
407 Pounds; ſo that, according to this Proportion, the Weight 
of 100 Quarters of Barley anſwers to the Weight of 137 Quar- 
ters Four Buſhels of Pale Malt. 


That 131 Quarters of Barley will increaſe, in the Malting, to 
137 Quarters Four Buſhels. : 
+ a 
Which Barley, . at ag per Quarter, 1 
amounts to - 91 14 © 
The Six Quarters Four Buſhels e in the 
Malting, 3 at 205, iſ — amounts 


to 0 0 
The Duty for malting the aid 131 Quarters 

amounts to «36-40 
The r at 25, nth Quarter, amounts 

to - 37:2 0 


—_— 


In all 137 10 0 


Therefore, as the 100 Quarters of Barley are equal in Weight 
to 137 Quarters 4 Buſhels when malted, which Barley at 143 
per Quarter, amounts only to 70/7, 


The Witneſs inferred, That the Diſtillers uſing 
unmalted Corn, occaſioned a Decreaſe in the / . d. 
Conſumption of 31 Quarters of Barley in every 
100; which, at 145. per Quarter, amounts to 21 14 © 


And a Loſs in the Malt Duty of - 3 4 0 

And to the Manufacturer, of 35 i 0 

And, computing the Increaſe of Six Quarters Four 
Bagels which is - © 10 0 


The whole Loſs amounts to 67 10 © 


He could give no ſatisfactory Anſwer when he was aſked, 
Whether 100 Quarters of Barley would make as much Spirit 
as 100 Quarters of Malt: But, in another Part of his Exami- 
nation, he ſaid, That he believed, if the Spirit could be got 


Clean 


BY 


clean out of 100 Quarters of Barley, it would produce a Quan- 
tity equal to 137 Quarters 4 Buſhels of Malr, by reaſon the 
Weight of both is equal; and it is upon Weight that he 
grounded his Computation, He added further, That what 
Strength the Diſtiller does not extract in Spirit from Barley, 
when ground, remained in the Grains, which he gives to Hogs. 

With regard to the additional Expence the Diſtillers would be 
at by the Uſe of malted Corn only, he ſaid, He apprehended 
that they are able to bear Part of that Expence ; for that before 
the late Duty was impoſed, Diſtillers fold Spirits for 18 J. per 
Tun; but afterwards they made the Duty a Pretence for raiſing 
the Price to 24 J. per Tun. 


Mr. William Harveſt ſaid, That he believed the additional Ex- 
pence of Spirits drawn from intire Malt, would be 7d. per 
Gallon; but that the ſame would not neceſſarily occaſion the 
Price to be raiſed, the preſent Profit of the Diſtillers being be- 
tween Three and Four Pounds per Tun ; though, he doubted 
not, they would raiſe the Price in Proportion to their additional 
Expence ; and that Spirits drawn from Malt would deſerve an 
higher Price, being much better than thoſe drawn from Barley, 


Mr. South ſaid, That one Tun of Malt Spirits 
(which is 252 Gallons) made into Gin, and re- I. 5s. d. 
tailed at Three Half-pence the Quarter of a Pint 
(which is 4.5. per Gallon), amounts to- — 50 8 o 


That a Tun of Malt Spirits ſold at 15. 10 d. per 
Gallon from the Diſtiller, amounts to - — 23 2 © 
Which Spirits, if drawn intirely from Malt, would | 
increaſe the Expence 7 d. per Gallon ; which, 
for a Tun, amounts to — - 4 
So that, in that Caſe, the Difference of Profit be- 
tween the Compounder and Dealer is 1s. 7d. 
fer Gallon; which, for a Tun, is — = 19 19 © 


"ab ot... 


50 8 0 

That great Quantities of Gin are mixed one-third Part with 
Water, and is fold for 19. the Quarter of a Pint; which, though 
it brings the Spirit to the ſame Price of 50 J. 8 5. per Tun, yet it 
occaſions an Increaſe, for which no Corn is conſumed, or any 
Duty paid, 
That as the Profit upon every Tun of Spirits, drawn from 
Malt only, would (excluſive of the Diſtillers Profit) amount to 
191. 195. per Tun, the Witneſs ſaid, There could be no Reaſon 
to apprehend, that any additional Expence would fall upon the 
. | Con- 
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Conſumer ; and, conſequently, that the Grower of Corn would 
ſuſtain no Loſs. | | 
He ſaid, That unmalted Corn was, at firſt, made uſe of by 
the Diſtillers, under Pretence of making a Paſte of it, to put 
round the Tun, to prevent their Spirits from evaporating ; from 
which Time the Ule of it has gradually increaſed to the preſent 
Proportion. | 
That at the Time when Diſtillers uſed malted Corn intirely, 
they ſold their Spirits at 15. 10 d. per Gallon ; but that about 
Two Years fince they raiſed the Price of Spirits from 18 J. to 24 /. 


per Tun; and that they have at preſent a very large Profit, beſides 
the Advantage of feeding Hogs. 


Mr. John Butterfield, a Farmer, who rents 300 /. per Annum, 
ſaid, That the Price of Corn was reduced at the Time Diſtillers 
- raiſed the Price of Spirits, as mentioned by Mr. South; and that, 

was Corn to be ſold at 245. per Quarter, the Profit of the Diſtil- 
lers is fo large, that they would have no Occaſion to raiſe the 
Price of Spirits. 

He faid further, That there has been no conſiderable Expor - 
tation of Corn for many Years; and that the Price at preſent 
is ſo low, that it is impoſſible for the moſt induſtrious Farmer 
to gain a Livelihood: That when 500, ooo Quarters are ex- 
ported in any one Year, the Price is raiſed conſiderably; and that, 
if Diſtillers were obliged to draw their Spirits from Corn malted, 
it would occaſion an Increaſe in the Conſumption of 300,000 
Quarters every Year, from which a great Benefit would atiſe; 
whereas the Diſtillers Trade at preſent is a great Detriment to 
the Farmers: But he owned, the Diſtillers muſt pay for the 
Increaſe of that Confumption. 

That he hath had large Quantities of Corn, in ſome Years, 
incapable of being malted, which he could make uſe of in feed- 
ing Hogs ; and that, were the Diſtillers to uſe malted Corn only, 
the Farmers could feed Hogs as cheap as they; but now, by 
reaſon the Diſtillers buy only the beſt Corn, the damaged Corn 


is uſeleſs to the Farmers, it being not worth their while to fat 
Hogs with it. | 


Mr. Harveſt ſaid, That the Diſtillers cannot uſe bad Corn un- 
malted, becauſe it gives their Spirits a Taſte; but that coarſe 
ſmutty Wheat and Barley, when malted, will make good Spirits: 
That Diſtillers buy both good and bad Corn at Bear-Key ; and 
that, at preſent, the Farmers give their bad Corn to their Horſes. 

And He and Butterfield ſaid likewiſe, That, in caſe the Diſtil- 
lers uſed none but malted Corn, they would then be obliged to 
buy the Farmers damaged Corn to fat their Hogs. 


And 
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And the ſaid Butterfield being aſked, Whether a further Im- 
poſition of 4 d. per Gallon on Spirits at the Still- head would be 
an Advantage to the Grower of Corn? he ſaid, He believed it 
would be greatly injurious to the Farmers ; for that it would nor 
increaſe the Conſumption of Corn, and they would ſtill ſuffer, 


Then, in order to prove that Hogs are fed with the Grains of 
unmalted Corn, uſed by Diſtillers, and the great Detriment 
that Farmers ſuſtain thereby, the Evidence given to the 
Committee was as follows: 


Mr. Thomas Maite ſaid, That he has ſeen 2000 Hogs fatting, 
at one Time, in a Diſtiller's Yard at Deptford : That they are 
not fed with Corn, but Diſtillers Waſh, and other Things by 
them uſed, whereby they are kept always drunk: That by this 
Method, he faid, a Hog will be fatted in about Twelve or 
Thirteen Weeks ; but that their Fat is only Greaſe or Tallow ; 
and that he can, at the Market, diſtinguiſh Hogs fed in this 
manner, from Hogs fed in the Country : And that he apprehends, 
the Fleſh of Hogs, fed by Diſtillers, will not take Salt ; but he 
never tried the Experiment. 

That poor People, who have bought Diſtillers Hogs, have 
declared, They would rather give 2 5. per Stone for Country- fed 
Hogs, than 14 d. per Stone for thoſe fed by Diſtillers ; the latter 
of which, he ſaid, he could buy for that Price. 

That this Practice of feeding Hogs is prejudicial to the Farmers, 
who cannot diſpoſe of their Offal and damaged Corn otherwiſe 
than by feeding Hogs and Fowls ; which Hogs they cannot feed 
ſo cheap as the Diſtillers; nor is it poſſible to feed them with- 
out dry Meat ; and that the beſt Bacon 1s the Bacon of Hogs fed 
with the beſt Peas, | 


Mr. John Butterfield ſaid, That in the Year 1722 he fatted a 
great many Hogs with Corn not capable of being malted ; and 
the Price of Bacon was, at that time, 25. 4 d. per Stone to 
the Market, and 2 s. 6 d. per Stone to private Families: That the 
next Year it was 2 5. 6 d. per Stone to Market, and 25. 8 d. per 
Stone to private Families: That the ſucceeding Year it fold for 
25. 2 d. to Market, and 25. 4d. per Stone to private Families; 
but he could not recolle& what the Price of Corn was at that 
time: That he afterwards fatted Hogs for ſome time ; but when 
Pork was reduced to 20 d. per Stone, he left it off; and that that 
Sort of Corn he then fed Hogs with, is now uſeleſs to him. 

That many Farmers have left off feeding and breeding of 
Swine ; for they may as well throw their Corn away, as attempt 

co 
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to feed Swine upon an Average with the Diſtillers: That the 
iprouted Corn, with which the Witneſs uſed to feed Hogs, he 
makes very little Ule of at preſent ; ſome of it, he ſaid, he had 
fold to a Perſon who grinds Corn for the Diſtillers, at 45. per 
Quarter lets than the Price he ſold Corn at to the Maltſters; and the 
Perſon who bought it, fold it again at 35. per Quarter Loſs : That 
the Bacon of the Swine fed by the Diſtillers, when it comes to be 
boiled, waſtes half away, and the Remainder of it is very ſoft 
and greaſy ; and that the keeping many Swine confined together, 
breeds Diſtempers amongſt them ; That he apprehends, if the 
Diſtillers were reſtrained from feeding Hogs in this manner, it 
would be a great Advantage to the Farmers at a conſiderable 
Diſtance from London, eſpecially thoſe who have fenny Lands, 
or who live in inland Countries; for they then would feed many 
more Hogs, and might ſend them to Market when they could 
not ſend their Corn. 

That the very beſt fed Pork may now be bought for 20d. per 
Stone; and great Quantities are ſold under that Price. 

Thar ſeveral Perſons in the Weſt of England uſed to ſend Hogs 
to Port/mouth; and would now, if they could get a Price for it 
upon an Average with the Diſtillers. 

Being examined, as to an Advertiſement laſt Year from the 
Victualling-Office, which expreſſed, That the Commiſſioners of 
the Victualling- Office had dealt, and were willing to deal again, 
with the Farmers; he ſaid, He had heard of it; but that Pro- 
poſals are always ſent to the Commiſſioners, and the loweſt Price 
is accepted; and that he believed the Victualling-Office had not 
dealt with Farmers for many Years. 


Mr. William Harveſt ſaid, That, during the Time he was in 
the Buſineſs of the Diſtillery, Spirits being then drawn from 
Corn Two Parts malted, to One unmalted, the Waſh would 
feed, but not fat Swine, without a Mixture of dry Corn. 

That he took Four Hogs, fed with Diſtillers Waſh; and 
though he gave them each a Sack of Peas, yet, when their Fleſh 
came to be boiled, the Fat ſeparated from the Lean, and was ſo 
bad, that his Servants could not eat it. 

And he added, That, if the Diſtillers were to uſe no unmalted 
Corn, they could not feed Hogs, without mixing coarſe Corn 

with their Waſh, 


Mr. John Parker ſaid, That the Number of Hogs, fatted by 
the Diſtillers, has leſſened the Value of Country Pork; and be- 
lieves it to be the Cauſe of the Cheapneſs of all other Meat; and 
that it was likewiſe a great Detriment to the Graſiers: = wy 

I IE? nels, 
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Witneſs, in this Particular, had been a conſiderable Sufferer by it; 
having fed Cattle, and been obliged to ſell them for the ſame 
Price he bought them at. ; 

That, were the Diſtillers to uſe no unmalted Corn, they could 
not then feed their Hogs, without buying coarſe Corn from the 
Farmers; and that the Farmers might conſume all their Corn, 
that would not malt, by feeding their Hogs and Horſes; which, 
he ſaid, he apprehended would be a much more beneficial Way 
of diſpoſing of it, than any they have at preſent. | 


Mr. Timothy Child ſaid, That he has been in the Buſineſs of 
making of Bacon upwards of Twenty Years: That he has bought 
Hogs fatted by Farmers, and by Diſtillers: That Pork and Bacon 
of Diſtillers Hogs is nor near ſo good as the Farmers, if kept 
any time; nor is the Fleſh ſo firm, when dreſſed; that it waſtes 
in the Drefling very much; and that Six Pounds of the Bacon, 
fed in the Country, will do as much Service as Eight Pounds of 
what is fed by the Diſtillers. ; 

That the Fleſh of Diſtillers Hogs will take Salt, being of a 
ſoft Nature ; but is unwholſome when kept in Salt or Pickle any 
time; and half of it will be rotten, when the Fleſh of the 
Farmers Hogs, killed at the ſame time, will be very good; nor 
will the former keep ſo well as the latter in Summer, particularly 
in the Months of June, July, and Auguſt; during which time 
the one is very good, the other very rank and bad: That his 
Cuſtomers (he faid) often complain to him, that it is Fiſh- fed; 
and that, he apprehends, there is as much Difference between 
the one and the other, as between a rotten Apple and a ſound one. 

He ſaid, He gives about T'wo-pence a Stone more for the 
Country-fed Hogs, than thoſe the Diſtillers feed; but that he 
makes no Difference in the Price to his Cuſtomers : That he has 
had the Diſtillers Meat frequently returned, which he has changed 
for Meat fed in the Country; and thoſe who have bought both 
Sorts have found ſuch a Difference, when boiled, that they after- 
wards have always asked for the latter. 

Being further examined, he ſaid, That the Meat of the Diſtil- 
lers Hogs is eatable in Summer, but it has frequently made People 
ſick; and that he has heard, that the Country-fed Meat is moſt 
in Eſteem in private Families in London: That there is little 
Difference in Appearance between Farmers and Diſtillers Hogs at 
Market ; but that He can diſtinguiſh them. 

He faid further, That he apprehends the Pork and Bacon of 
Hogs, ted by Diſtillers, will not keep good in a Voyage to the 
Eaſt or Weſt- Indies: And that, if the Feeding of Hogs by the 
Farmers was encouraged, it would cauſe a great Conſumption of 
Corn, 


Benjamin 
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Benjamin Rutland, Graſier, ſaid, That the Fatting of Hogs 
by Diftillers has been the Cauſe of reducing the Rent of Marſh- 
Lands, which have lately fallen about Fifteen Shillings in Two 
Pounds, or Two Pounds Ten Shillings a Year: That he formerly 
lett a Piece of Marſh-Land for 120/. fer Annum, which is now 
rented for 80/. And that he apprehends, the Occaſion of this 
Abatement is owing to Diſtillers feeding and ſelling Hogs ſo 
cheap, whereby they have reduced the Price of other Meat; and 
which Practice, he ſaid, he believed encouraged the Breed of 
Hogs ; but that, if it were otherwiſe, the Conſumption of Pork 
would not be any ways leſſened, eſpecially in and about London. 

Thar, at preſent, the Farmers feed their Servants with Bacon; 
but if they could diſpoſe of all they feed, they might buy Bcef 
and other Meat for their Servants very reaſonable. 

That, about Twenty Years ago, his Father ſupplied the Victual- 
ling- Office with Country- fed Hogs; that, at preſent, the Victual- 
ling- Office commonly contract with Diſtillers ; but that he never 
heard, that Country- fed Hogs were refuſed there. 

As to the Difference of the Price of Hogs, he ſaid, It was 
about One Pound in an Hundred Stone: But he believes, if Far- 
mers were encouraged, they would ſell near as cheap. 


Mr. Jobn Jennings ſaid, That he has been a Contractor in 
buying Hogs for the Victualling- Office: That he has obſerved, 
that the Fleſh of Hogs that are killed directly from Feeding, is 
groſſer than the Fleſh of thoſe drove a Hundred Miles; and that 
the Hogs that have faſted for ſome time before they are killed, 
will take Salt better than thoſe that are killed when they are 
full ; and that the longer they faſt, the better they will keep 
Salt ; by reaſon (as he apprehends) that their Juices ferment the 

. leſs after they are killed. | 

That Hogs fed by Diſtillers are often killed full ; and that he 
has obſerved the Meat don't keep ſweet ſo long as the Meat of 
Hogs fed in the Country: That, about Two Years ago, he bought 
Three hundred Hogs of a Diſtiller, the Fleſh of which was tainted, 
in the Summer-time, when the Pork fed in the Country was ſweet; 
and that the Fleſh of Hogs fed by Diſtillers is more flabby chan 
the other, | | 

But he ſaid, That, was the Meat of Hogs fed in the Country 
as far as the Meat of thoſe fed by the Diſtillers, he believed ic would 
be as ſoon tainted. l | 

He added, That the Diſtillers have entered into a Combination, 
and advanced a large Sum of Money, in order to prevent other 
Perſons from contracting at the Victualling-Office; and that, be- 
cauſe the Witneſs contracted for Hogs with ſome Farmers, the 
Diſtillers afrerwards refuſed to ſell him any. — 

| e 
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He ſaid, That there was likewiſe a Complaint againſt him, 
made to the Commiſſioners at the Victualling-Office by the Di- 
ſtillers, on account of his buying Country-fed Hogs, which, they 
ſaid, were not ſo good as thoſe fed by Diſtillers; whereupon the 
ſaid Commiſſioners made an Experiment, by ſalting ſome Meat 
of Hogs fed by the Diſtillers, and ſome of thoſe fed by Farmers ; 
and after each had been barrelled Six Months, both were opened, 
and the Diſtillers was found to be great Part of it rotten, and the 


Farmers very good, 


Mr. Anthony Ridley, who has been a Carcaſs-Butcher near Forty 
Years, ſaid, That the Diſtillers feeding of Hogs, and ſelling them 
ſo cheap, has greatly lefſened the Conſumption, and reduced thePrice 
of Beef and Mutton: That he formerly fold Four hundred Sheep 
a Week, but now does not diſpoſe of above Half that Number 


And that many more Sheep come to London every Week than are 
ſold. 


Engles Preſcot, a Carcaſs-Butcher, ſaid, That he formerly could 
ſell Three hundred Sheep in a Week, better than he can now 
fell an Hundred and Fifty; and that this Decreaſe is owing to 
the Diſtillers, who feed Hogs for little or nothing, and ſell them 
very cheap; and that he is of Opinion, This Practice of the 
Diſtillers muſt, in time, ruin all the Farmers. | 


The Committee then proceeded to examine the Allegations of 
the Petition of the Yeomen and Farmers of Eaſt Kent : And 


the Evidence given by them to the Committee was as fol- 
lows: 


Mr. Jobn Reynolds, a Farmer, occupying about Seven hun- 
dred Acres of Land in Kent, at the Rent of 300 l. per Annum, 
ſaid, That he believes, if Diſtillers were obliged to draw their 
Spirits intirely from malted Corn, it would leſſen the Conſump- 
tion of Corn: That he has ſeen and conſidered the Calculation 
made by Mr. Porter, who was examined on Behalf of the Firſt 
Petition; and apprehends it to be a fallacious one, and that the 
Caſe of the Farmers and Diſtillers is not truly ſtated. 

That 100 Quarters of Barley will not only make 105 Quarters 
of Malt, as he (Porter) ſays it will, but that it is the common 
Practice to make from that Quantity 140 Quarters of Malt, ſuch 
as the Diſtillers uſe: That formerly, when he, the Witneſs, was 
an Officer in the Exciſe, the Cuſtom of the Maltſters in Eſſex 
was, to make Three, or Four, and ſometimes Five Buſhels In- 
creaſe in a Quarter of Barley, malted for the Uſe of the Diſtillers: 
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And he believes the common Increaſe at this Time is Three 
Buſhels. | 

To this Fact, of 140 Quarters of Malt being made from 100 
Quarters of Barley, the ſaid Mr. Porter ſaid, He believed it was 
practicable ; but that 100 Quarters of Barley made into 105 Quar- 
ters of Malt, would weigh more, and he believed would produce 
more Spirit. | 

And the faid Mr. Reynolds added further, That if Mr. Porter, 
by advancing in his Calculation, that 100 Quarters of Barley is 
- equal in Weight to 13 1 Quarters of Barley malted, at the Increaſe 
of Five Quarters in the Hundred, intends to prove, that the ſame 
Quantity of Spirits may be drawn from the 100 Quarters of Bar- 
ley, as from the 137 Quarters Four Buſhels of Malt, it is a falſe 
Concluſion, and cannot be done ; for that One Quarter of Barley 
made into Malt will produce as much Spirit as One _ of 
raw Corn: And that therefore the Witneſs apprehended there 
would be no Increaſe in the Conſumption of Corn, by the Uſe 
of Malt only. 

He further ſaid, That, ſuppoſing it true, that 160 Quarters of 
Barley would produce the ſame Quantity of Spirits, as might be 
drawn from 131 Quarters of Barley made into Malt, at the In- 
creaſe of Five Quarters in the Hundred, he apprehends, that the 
Uſe of malted Corn only would be a great Detriment to the Con- 
ſumption of Spirits, and, of Conſequence, to the Conſump- 
tion of Corn; for that Diſtillers would draw their Spirits 
at almoſt double the Expence they do at preſent, and char the 
Price of Spirits muſt be proportionably raiſed; ſo that if Spirits 
were now drawn for 15s, per Gallon, they could not then be 
drawn under 2 5.; and the Diſtiller, in that Caſe, would raiſe his 
Price to the Compounder, in Proportion ; and the Compounder 
would probably take Advantage from thence of raiſing it to the 
Retailer, above that Proportion; which Retailer would practiſe 
the ſame to his Cuſtomers ; ſo that by that means the Price of 
Spirits might be raiſed to 45. per Gallon, 

The preſent Price of Spirits in the Retailers Shops, he ſaid, 
was Sixpence per Pint, that is, 4 5. per Gallon; and that the ſame 
would be raifed, by the Uſe of malted Corn intirely, to Seven or 
Eight Shillings per Gallon, by which extravagant Price of Spirits, 
he ſaid, he apprehended little or none would be drank. 

That, where he lives, he can buy Brandy for about 3 5. 6 d. or 
4 5. per Gallon; and has bought Ten Gallons of it for a 
Moidore. | 

That the Diſtillers have drawn Spirits cheaper ſince the Com- 
mencement of the War, becauſe the Price of Corn has been fal- 
ling; and that he is regulated in the Price of his Spirits by the 


* 


Price of Corn. That 
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That he thinks it is much the fame thing to the Farmer, whe. 
ther he uſes his Corn in feeding Hogs, or ſells it to the Diſtillers ; 
that he believes, if all the Hogs fed by them in a Year were to 
be diſtributed among the Farmers, ic would not amount to One 
apiece. | 

" Beis asked, If it was the ſame thing to ſell the Material of a 
Manufacture, or the Manufacture itſelf; he ſaid, He conceives 
the Farmer is the beſt Judge what to do: That he d'd not know 
any Reaſon why the Contractors for the Navy could not buy 
Hogs fed in the Country as cheap as from the Diſtillers. 


Mr. Jobn Curling Maltſter and Farmer, ſaid, That he rents 
1400 Acres of Land ; that in the Barley which he malts for 
Market, the Increaſe is Three Buſhels in a Quarter. 


Mz. John Nelſon, a Hoyman, ſaid, That moſt of the Malt that 
is brought 0 Bear-Key, for the Uſe of Diſtillers, is manufactured 
after the Rate of Two and half and Three Buſhels Increaſe in 
each Quarter of Barley; and in Pale Malt rather a larger In- 
creaſe. | 

That a great deal of Corn grows in ſome Years, which is utterly 
incapable of being malted, 


The ſaid Mr. Curling alſo ſaid, That there is every Year a 
great Quantity of Corn produced in wet Lands, which will not 
malt; of which Sort the Witneſs ſaid he has ſome growing now, 
and has a great deal of it every Year. 1 

That Three Parts in Four of the raw Corn, which he brings 
out of Kent, is for the Uſe of the Diſtillers; and that the Price 
of Wheat is about 18 or 195. per Quarter; which, if malted, 
would come to a higher or leſs . according to the Manner in 
which it was malted. 


Mr. Charles Matſon, a Farmer, renting 700 J. a Year, ſaid, 
That he apprehends, if the Diſtillers were to draw their Spirits 
from Malt, it would be the Ruin of the Farmers; for that it 
would leſſen the Conſumption of Corn, by Increaſing the Price 
of Spiri's : And that the Increaſing the Price of Spirits will be an 
Encouragement to Smugglers to run French Brandy. | 


Mr. Raynor, a Hoyman, ſaid, That the Diſtillers make uſe of 
the beſt Corn that comes to Bear- Key. | 


Mr. John Harriſon ſaid, That if Spirits were to be drawn 
intirely from malted Corn, it would raiſe the Price of thoſe now 
ſold for 45. per Gallon, to above 55. and would be a great En- 
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couragement for Smugglers to run French Brandy ; which Brandy, 
he ſaid, might be now bought for 4.5. ö d. per Gallon: And that, 
if People found they could buy it cheaper than home-made 
Spirits, they certainly would; which, conſequently, mult leſſen 
the Conſumption of home-made Spirits, and be detrimental both 
to the Farmer and Diſtiller: But that, if the Importation of 
French Brandies could be intirely prevented, the Conſumption of 
home- made Spirits would increaſe. 

That he believes the Accounts at the Exciſe-Office will prove, 
the“ Duty upon Spirits has been increaſing ever ſince the Act 
p. about Twenty Years ago, which — the Diſtillers 
to mix raw Corn with Malt. 


And all the Witneſſes, examined on the Behalf of this Petition, 
concurred in their Evidence, That there is, every Vear, a great 


Quantity of Corn incapable of being malted. 


Then N came to the following Reſolutions, 


Reſolved, 


Thar it is the. Opinion of this Committee, that the Petitioners 
the Yeomen, Farmers, and Graſiers, in the Counties of Mid. 
. — Surrey, and Kent, have proved the — of their 

etition. 


Riel, 
That it is the Opinion of this Committee, that the Petitioners 
the Yeomen and Farmers of Eaſt Kent have proved the Allega- 
tion of their Petition., 


